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Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]Compassion refers to the reaction to the suffering and sorrow that inspires a desire to help. Compassion inspires individuals to go out of their way to assist spiritual, physical, or emotions pains or hurts of another. It’s usually considered as having an emotional perspective to it. Compassion is basically regarded in almost all the religious traditions, such as Christianity and Buddhism, as one of the greatest virtue. Buddhism and Christianity are two different, but related religions. While both religions have a hope of life after death, eternal life for Christians and reincarnation for Buddhists, the attention is on living consciously. This paper will address the similarities and differences between the aforementioned religions based on their respective religious writings and/or artworks.
Christianity and Buddhism were both founded by spiritual leaders and masters who pursued to provide a route to salvation. Neither Jesus Christ nor the Buddha wrote their teachings. Their teachings in both cases were written many years later after they had left the earth. The great German theologian, Roman Guardini, wrote an in-depth deliberation on the life of Christ dubbed The Lord. According to him, no man has ever and will never come close to matching the enormity of Jesus’s assertion to change human nature itself than did Buddha. In other words, despite the differences in beliefs, traditions, and values between Christianity and Buddhism, they are closely related (King, 2013). 




Differences
The following are the differences between the two religions;
1. God
Buddhists do not acknowledge the existence of God, the Creator. However, Christians believe in the concept of God. For instance, in the Old Testament, God is regarded as the giver of Divine Justice, this concept is, however, lacking in Buddhism. Buddhists assert that there is no God and thus there exists no one to give punishments and rewards on an apparently Judgement Day. In contrast to Buddhist claim, the Bible argues, in conjunction with modern science, that there is indeed God (the creator). The ‘big bang’ theory is a widely accepted assertion by modern physics that proves that God indeed exists (Wallace, 2014). In addition, the Bible, clearly supports the assertion of punishment and rewards as cited in Romans chapter 3 and verse 23, ‘all have sinned, and fallen short of the glory of God’. 
2. Salvation and liberation
Christianity focusses on the notion of salvation that results from the acceptance of Christ as the savior. According to Christians, those who expectation and believe in Jesus Christ will have eternal life in heaven. The concept of salvation is cited in various chapters of the Bible. For instance, in Romans chapter 7, Paul states that no man will deliver him from death but God through his son Jesus Christ. On the other hand, Buddhists believe in the concept of liberation and that each person must work so as to achieve personal liberation. According to Buddhists, one must not only believe in the Buddha but also has to experience nirvana for himself. Buddhism highlights the need for a person to take the personal duty to ‘liberate oneself’. In other words, a seeker must depend on his/her own abilities and self-discipline (Knitter, Feldmeier, 2016). 
3. Place of origin
Buddhism was established by Siddhartha Gautama (Buddha) in the late 6th century. Buddha was coming from the Indian subcontinent. On the other hand, the place of origin of Christianity is the Roman province of Judea. 
4.  Life after death
Christianity believes in life after death and that once a person dies, he/she will resurrect and live forever. Moreover, Christians believe in the existence of eternal heaven and hell and that non-believers will be thrown in eternal fire whereas believers will live in heaven. On the other hand, the key concept of Buddhists is the rebirth. According to Buddhism, human beings are in an endless cycle of birth, death, and rebirth. Therefore, the only way to prevent eternal suffering is by attaining nirvana. 
5. Practices
Religious practices and performances for both religions are outlined in religious writings as well as artistic works. Some of the major religious practices in Christianity include prayers, reading of the Bible, sacraments, and communion with others. Holy Communion is a practice that reflects the last supper. Leonardo da Vinci is one of the famous artists who drew a painting that depicts the Last supper of Jesus with his twelve disciples. Moreover, Velazquez painted the crucifixion of Christ which is celebrated by Christians during Easter. Other artworks include the adoration of the shepherds by El Greco, the Descent from the Cross by Van der Weyden, and the holy sacrament by Raphael. On the other hand, some of the religious practices in Buddhism include but not limited to the Eightfold Path: right speech, right view, right action, right aspiration, right livelihood, right mindfulness, right effort, and right concentration and Meditation. 
6. Love
In Buddhism, there is no god to love or take care of human beings. However, in Christianity, the Bible is filled with scriptures of God’s love to His people, to the extent that He sent his only begotten son to die for the sins committed human beings as cited in John chapter 3 and verse 16. 
7. Savior
In Buddhism, there exists no savior since there is no acknowledgment of sin. For this reason, therefore, there is no need for a savior because there is no sin. The consequence is that one can save oneself through the attainment of Nirvana. However, Christianity believes in the concept of forgiveness and salvation because there exists sin. In the Old Testament, God declares himself the savior of mankind as cited in Isaiah chapter 43 and verse 11: ‘ I (am) the Lord, and beside me (there is) no Savior’. In Christianity, one can reach communion with God via salvation, whereas, it’s believed that in Buddhism, one can reach communion with God (god) through following the Eight Fold path. 
8. Scriptures and clergy
The main scripture used by Christians is the Holy Bible. The Bible provides guidance and directions as well as a reference to Christians. On the other hand, Tripitaka is the main scripture used by Buddhists and contains three sections: the Discipline, the Discourses, and the Commentaries. The clergy in Christianity include priests, ministers, bishops, nuns, and monks, whereas in Buddhism include the Buddhist Sangha which is composed of the bhikkhunis (female nuns) and bhikkhus (male monks) (Scheuer, 2016). 
Similarities
Despite the aforementioned differences, there are also some similarities between Buddhism and Christianity. One of the similarities is that both Buddha and Jesus Christ pursued to reform existing religious and social practices which had disparaged into ritualistic customs with no spiritual definition. Buddha condemned the class system and pretense of the Brahmans. Similarly, Christ condemned the money lenders and other businessmen and women in the temple. In addition, both Christianity and Buddhism share some values and are against vices such as stealing, lying, killing, and sexual immorality.
Like Christianity, Buddhism also inspires followers to put measures in place to improve their well-being. Moreover, both the two religions have solid devotional aspect. This is characterized majorly by the faith in God and Buddha. Both Christianity and Buddhism encourage their followers to be charitable and compassion towards the poor and the sick. Moreover, both the religions attempt to surpass the material world. Christians and Buddhists believe that happiness is as a result of spiritual consignees and values. Additionally, both religions focus on ethical living and to overpower the forces of vices through the power of virtues. 
Conclusion
In conclusion, Buddhism and Christianity are one of the major religions in the world. These religions teach their followers to follow some specific beliefs and cultures. Both the two religions share common aspects such as values and vices as well as traditions like being compassion to the poor and the sick. In addition, both Buddhism and Christianity have a rich cultural and artistic production that reflects their ideologies and beliefs. Both the religions use artistic works and religious writings to empathize on some of their respective traditions and practices.
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